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mitted unto thee by the imposition of our hands. Whose sins thou dost forgive they are forgiven.' And, when a sick man humbly and heartily desires it, every priest of the Church of England is instructed to say, 'By His (our Lord Jesus Christ's) authority committed unto me, I absolve thee from all thy sins.' Accordingly, taking this public language of the Church of England in its natural sense, we do believe in the reality of absolution. But the Church of England leaves it entirely to the discretion of her individual members to seek this absolution or not, while the Church of Home makes private confession and absolution obligatory on all communicants. We do not, therefore, hold the Roman Catholic ' doctrine' of the 'need of absolution.' As to 'reverence for the Saints,' the Church of England has appointed special days for honouring the memory of Our Lord's "Virgin Mother, of His Twelve Apostles, of the Apostle of the Gentiles and his companion, of His forerunner, of His first martyr, and of the innocent children who were slain by Herod. She devotes one day in the year, the 1st of November, to celebrating the memories of all the Saints collectively. Clearly this practice implies high reverence, since human society does nothing on a similar scale for its great men. But the Roman ' doctrine of reverence for the Saints * includes the practice of invoking them, and not unfrequently of addressing to them prayers, which, in point of form, are xmdistinguishable from those we address to God. As I never invoked any saint in my life, Monsignor Capel would consider the * reverence' I pay them very inadequate, and I should equally insist that his doctrine of reverence for the saints was practically a very different thing from mine.
It is impossible, therefore, to admit that we are e unintentionally, but not the less assuredly, disseminating several doctrines of the Boman Church.' If in anything that I have written or said publicly I have ever done this, I shall be glad to be set right; but I do not concede that doctrines which are common to the Churches of Borne and England are, in Monsignor Capel's sense, Boman doctrines. The old retort, ' If you believe in the Trinity, you ought to believe in the Bope,' is a trick of controversy which has been sufficiently exposed and ought to be abandoned. Certainly, I plead guilty to believing the Athanasian Creed in its integrity, and all of those precious words in the sacramental and occasional services of the Church of England which are now denounced as ' Sacerdotalism.' But, at any rate, this belief, however unpopular just at present, is morally respectable in a clergyman; nor can I allow that it has a ' real tendency' to make converts to